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Merry Christmas & Blessed New Year

“Since we are justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand. And we
boast in our hope of sharing in the glory of God. Hope does not disappoint, because God’s
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.”
Rm 5:1-2.5

“Rejoice in the Lord always! I will say it again: Rejoice! The Lord is near! ”
Ph 4:4.5b



Dear Brothers and
Sisters in Christ,

L\

difficulties we experience in our lives, by the danger of war and economical crisis, by the anxiety

for the future, by the loneliness of our individualistic society, by the moral and social confusion we
perceive all around us. Many people, even Christians, are falling into pessimism and discouragement, even
hopelessness regarding life and the possibility of true joy and happiness. Yet, the Son of God, Jesus Christ
our Lord has come into this world, as it is, and has taken up our flesh, that is, all our reality, to bring into
it His light, His hope, and His joy, far more powerful than any evil:

I t might sound difficult to heed the invitation of St. Paul to rejoice always, worried as we are by the

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it”
John 1:5

Jesus Christ “came to meet us, bridging all distances; he became as close to us as the simplest, everyday
realities of our lives. Indeed, he has another name, ‘Emmanuel’, which means ‘God with us’, God as part of
our lives, God as living in our midst” (Pope Francis, Encyclical Dilexit Nos, 34).

The assurance of Christ’s presence among us is the root of our faith and hope, since, as Pope Francis tells us
in the Bull of Indiction of the Jubilee Year 2025, “hope is born of love, and it does not disappoint because
it is grounded in the certainty that nothing and no one may ever separate us from God’s love.”

As we approach the Nativity of our Lord and the beginning of the Jubilee Year, we want to give witness
of our joy and gratitude for what we have received and lived during the year 2024, so that all of you, dear
Brothers and Sisters, may rejoice with us and find strength and hope in your lives.
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1. Priests and seminarians of the Redemptoris Mater Missionary Seminary. 2. From the left: Bp. John Boissonneau, (senior auxiliary bishop of the
Archdiocese of Toronto), Bp. Bryan Bayda CSsR (bishop of the Eparchy of Toronto and Eastern Canada in the Ukrainian Catholic Church). 3. General view
of the banquet hall during the Fundraising Dinner. 4. The Masters of Ceremonies: Mr. & Mrs. Dougls and Carolina Garcia.

On April 19 we lived with many of you our 22™ Annual Fundraising Dinner. It was a wonderful

kl‘ opportunity to meet, to share and to enjoy your presence and support by giving glory to God for
His generosity and faithfulness. We are very grateful to all those who participated and contributed
to it in any way.

On May 2 we had the joy of receiving our Archbishop, His Eminence, Frank Cardinal Leo,
k\‘ at our Seminary. We prayed and shared dinner with him and he gave us words of support and
encouragement that are immensely helpful for the carrying out of our mission.

In summer, at the end of June and the beginning of July, most of our seminarians, together

k“ with the formators, had the chance to participate in the pilgrimage of almost 300 youth of the
Neocatechumenal Way in Canada, which finished in Ottawa with a beautiful Eucharistic celebration
presided by His Excellency Yvan Mathieu, Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of Ottawa-Cornwall.
The enthusiasm and the zeal of all these youth gives to all of us great hope for the future of the
Church, and even more desire to announce the Gospel everywhere.

In the month of September, our whole Seminary had the grace of participating to the convivence
k\‘ of the candidates for the Redemptoris Mater Seminaries, which took place in Porto San Giorgio
(Italy). This was for us an amazing gift of the Lord, since it is in this convivence that all of us, priests
and seminarians, in different years, have given our “yes” to the call of God to leave our countries,
families and friends, to follow Him. This convivence helped us to rekindle our vocation and zeal for
the Gospel, the Church, and the mission entrusted to us. Also we have received a new seminarian,
Rafael Dos Santos Batista, from Brazil, who is currently applying to receive the visa to come to
Canada. With him, we have at the moment eleven seminarians in formation, seven of whom in the
house; one, Abraham Villegas, is doing his Internship year at St. Justyn Martyr Parish in Markham;
Lucas Castro and Abraham De Paz are evangelizing asitinerant missionaries of the Neocatechumenal
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Way in the Philippines and in Qatar
respectively; José Infante is serving
for a year at the Domus Galilee, in
Israel.

On October 12, Jesus Fidel Afién was

‘|‘ ordained to the transitional diaconate
in a beautiful and joyful Eucharistic
celebration presided by His Excellency
Ivan Camilleri, Auxiliary Bishop of the
Archdiocese of Toronto, at Blessed
Sacrament Parish (picture on the
right). Jests will complete his studies
at the Seminary during the next
semester, preparing for his priestly
Ordination.

Lord, which is manifested in a special way in the generous and faithful support that all of you

have given us along the years. Your presence and generosity are for us concrete signs of the
bountiful mercy of God for us, and we are deeply grateful to all of you. Nothing of what we do would be
possible without your prayers and assistance. We kindly and humbly ask you to continue supporting us as
you have always done. Rest assured of our prayers for all of you, your families and dear ones.

I these and many other events we have experienced the gracious providence and the love of our

May this Christmas and the upcoming Jubilee Year be marked by the hope that does not fade, and by true
joy and grace. May the power of Christ’s love fill our days, as we await with confidence His coming. May the
motherly care of the Blessed Virgin Mary protect and accompany all of you!

Fr. Tomasz Skibinski, Fr. Antonello Murgia, and all the Seminarians

We cordially invite you to our

rd
23" Annual 23! Annual Fundraising Dinner

Fundraising Dinner QS rmgvasgyss)

It will take place at Paramount EventSpace
in Woodbridge. The tickets will be ready for
purchase by Christmas!

. 3

rmms23dinner.eventbrite.ca
rmmstoronto.org
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