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Merry Christmas & Blessed New Year
“Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion!  Shout, Daughter Jerusalem!  

See, your king comes to you.”    
Z e c h a r i a h  9 : 9

“The Lord, whom we await in glory at the end of time, comes  
every day to knock at our door. Let us be ready for him.”   

 Po p e  L e o  X I V

https://rmmstoronto.org/


Dear Brothers and  Sisters in Christ,

THE CRY OF THE PROPHET ZECHARIAH 
—rejoice!—echoes from the mouths of angels in the 
darkness of the night in Bethlehem (cf. Mt 2:8-14), 
just as it resonates powerfully in the darkness of our 
lives, often clouded by daily difficulties. The Christmas 
message reveals to us that the eternal Son of God did 
not become flesh in a royal castle, or in a pleasant and 
secluded place, but in the midst of a history of poverty, 
weakness, hardship, and rejection. In this story, so 
similar to many of our own, he knocks every day, as 
the Pope says, to enter and give us the comfort of his 
presence, of his union with us. This is the mystery of 
Christmas, where joy does not come from detaching 
ourselves from problems, but from living them deeply 
in the certainty of not being alone, knowing that 
everything works for the good of those who love God, 
who have been predestined to be conformed to the 
image of his Son (cf. Rm 8:28-29).

The Jubilee Year dedicated to Hope is coming to a 
close, and it is this hope, given to us by the Lord in 
the events of this past year, that we wish to share, to 
be closer to all of you, Dear Friends, so that the joy of 
Christ that inspires us may also be your joy.

▲

We are grateful to the many of you who attended our 
Annual Fundraising Dinner, held last May 2nd at 
the Paramount EventSpace in Vaughan. Your generous 
support is an important sign of the Lord’s faithfulness 
to us.
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On May 10th, at St. Michael’s 
Cathedral Basilica in Toronto, 
we celebrated with great joy the 
priestly ordination of Jesús 
Fidel Añón, by the hands of His 
Excellency John A. Boissonneau, 
Auxiliary Bishop of the 
Archdiocese of Toronto. Father 
Jesús is the twenty-eighth priest 
ordained since the founding of 
our seminary. He currently serves 
as associate pastor at St. David’s 
Parish in Maple. 

▲

▲

▲

▲

Over the summer, all our formators and seminarians were able to 
participate in a pilgrimage to Rome for the Jubilee of the Youth, which 
took place between the end of July and the beginning of August, together 
with young people from the Neocatechumenal Way across the world. It 
was a wonderful experience, which renewed in all of us the missionary 
impulse, which is the foundation of our vocation, and rekindled our desire 
to give our lives to the Lord wherever He calls us to work in His Church. 
The Holy Father’s moving words, pronounced in his homily during the 
Eucharistic Celebration at Tor Vergata on August 3rd, still resonate in our 
hearts and fill us with zeal: “We are not made for a life where everything 
is taken for granted and static, but for an existence that is constantly 
renewed through gift of self in love. This is why we continually aspire to 
something ‘more’ that no created reality can give us; we feel a deep and 
burning thirst that no drink in this world can satisfy.”

Upon returning from summer, 
the Lord blessed us with the ordi-
nation of Matteo Bertozzi to 
the diaconate, which took place on 
September 13th, in the Eucharistic 
celebration presided over by His 
Excellency John A. Boissonneau in 
the Cathedral of Toronto. Deacon 
Matteo is completing his theological 
studies in preparation for his priestly 
ordination on May 9, 2026.

A few weeks later, we received the gift of a new seminarian, Cristian 
Lucas Espinal, from Patterson, NJ. With him, we currently have ten 
young men in formation, seven in the house, one in the parish internship 
program (Sebastián Novoa Rodríguez), and two in mission, one in Israel 
at the Domus Galilaeae (Daniel Beugré) and the other engaged in the 
itinerant evangelization work of the Neocatechumenal Way in Morocco 
and Tunisia (José Infante Domenack).
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We cordially invite you to our 

24th Annual Fundraising Dinner  
on Friday, May 1, 2026. 

It will take place at Paramount EventSpace 
in Woodbridge. The tickets will be ready for 
purchase by Christmas! 

rmms24dinner.eventbrite.ca 
rmmstoronto.org

ALL THESE EVENTS, and many others, provide us with a sure reason for hope for the future of the mission 
the Lord has entrusted to us. Amid our weakness and daily challenges and difficulties, the extraordinary 
mercy of our God continues to amaze us with the abundant fruits it unceasingly bestows upon us.

In this atmosphere of joy and gratitude, the Lord granted us the grace to conclude our year on December 19th 
with the visit of our Archbishop, Frank Cardinal Leo, with whom we celebrated the Eucharist and shared our 
experiences of the past year.

We are truly grateful to the Lord and to all of you for your prayers and your material and spiritual support, 
without which none of this would be possible. We ask Him, through the intercession of His Most Holy 
Mother, to shower upon all of you and your loved ones an abundance of gifts and blessings. We assure you 
of our prayers and spiritual closeness. May the Lord accompany you and console you with His presence and 
grant you a Holy and Joyful Christmas and a New Year filled with grace.

Formators and Seminarians

On November 19th, Abraham Villegas 
Vázquez received the ministry of acolyte 
during the Eucharistic celebration presided by 
His Grace Marcel Damphousse, Archbishop 
of Ottawa-Cornwall, in the chapel of St. 
Augustine’s Seminary.

On November 26th, Sebastián Novoa 
Rodríguez received the ministry of lector 
during the Eucharistic celebration presided 
by His Excellency Gerard P. Bergie, Bishop of  
St. Catharines, in the chapel of St. Augustine’s 
Seminary.

The same two seminarians, Abraham and 
Sebastián, were jointly admitted to candidacy 
for Holy Orders on December 1st, in a joyful and 
well-attended Eucharistic celebration presided 
over by His Excellency John A. Boissonneau at 
St. Justin Martyr Church in Markham.

▲

24th Annual

Fundraising Dinner
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